
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you a Happy 

Holiday Season.  I hope you are able to find time to enjoy with your family.           

Unfortunately, we will not be able to have our wonderful concerts to celebrate the      

holiday season.  We look forward to the coming months and hope to get back to 

normal activities and celebrations. 

As winter and the cold temperatures will soon to be arriving, please make sure 

your child comes to school wearing a coat, boots, hat and mittens/gloves.  If you 

are in need of any winter items, please let us know as we may be able to assist you.  

Teachers have the option to take students outside as long as the wind chill is above 

20 degrees, so please plan on outdoor activities continuing in the winter months. 

Christmas vacation will be December 24 – January 3.  Team A students will return 

to school on Monday, January 4 and Team B students will  return Thursday,  

January 7.  Remote learning will begin January 4.  Please have a safe and               

joyful holiday. 

 

Dave Ramie 

-Principal 



‘Twas the week before break, 
And all through the school, 

The students were busy, 
With projects…so cool. 

The teachers were happy 
To have everyone here, 

Because teachers do love 
When their students are near! 

And even though the days 
Are not quite “routine”, 

There were smiles on each face, 
            Although they couldn’t be 
   seen…! 

Pre-K students learning about families, traditions, and just having FUN! 
Mrs. Bennett, Mrs. Hennigan, Mrs. Merchant and Mrs. Zehr 



The last few weeks in Kindergarten have proved to be very busy and 
exciting! Kindergarteners are hard at work exploring new letter sounds, 
blending these sounds to make words and segmenting words into their 
individual sounds. It’s amazing what the students have learned to do in 
such a short time! The  daily Heggerty Lessons on Seesaw are a big part 
of your child’s education this year. This month we will be doing many fun 
Christmas activities that your child will enjoy. 

We continue to work diligently in our Math series-the children enjoy 
learning and applying numbers and will soon be adding and                  
subtracting—what a long way we have come!   

Ask your child to share with you what they have learned in school 
each day; this will help with their language fluency. Parents play an       
important role in the early development and ongoing academic success 
of their child. It is therefore, extremely important for parents to            
participate in their day to day learning.  Also, please read to your child 
and have your child read to you!  Seesaw participation is a vital part of 
your child’s educational success, thank you for your part in helping your 
child to be successful. 

ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS!  

The Kindergarten Team 

Mrs. Bellinger, Mrs. Biedekapp, Mrs. Cloonan, Mrs. Dillabough, 
Mrs.O’Riley-Smith, Mrs. Parker, and Mrs. Yodice 



It was the week of Christmas break, 

 and every family heard 

“There’s nothing to do!” 

 Isn’t that absurd? 

 

The presents had been opened  

and the shopping was done 

“I’m bored,” they said 

“Can’t we do something fun?” 

 

Out of nowhere there it was; 

the school newsletter! 

“It’s a winter bingo,” they cried! 

“Won’t this make things better?” 

 

Boredom will be gone, 

And who knows what you might find. 

A love for reading? 

Or maybe just a child so kind? 

 

So each day, 

Pick an activity to do. 

Before you know it, 

    The week will be through. 

 

Merry Christmas from the First Grade Team 

Mrs. Dupee, Mrs. Devine, Mrs. Keenan, Mrs. St. Onge, Ms. Storey, Ms. Tyo 
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We have been very busy in math and have learned regrouping in    
addition with two digit numbers and we are focusing on addition 

with regrouping 3 digit numbers. We will be moving onto subtraction 
soon.  It would still be very helpful to have addition and subtraction 
flash cards at home to help practice facts. (They make great stocking 

stuffers!) In ELA we have been reviewing nouns and learning all 
about verbs. We have also been discussing setting, making             

connections between text to self, text to world, and text to text. 
After vacation we will be learning about non-fiction texts and doing a 

penguin research project! 
With the increased rigor of the Common Core Learning Standards 

and the NYS 3rd grade Math and ELA tests ahead of them next year, 
your help is crucial.  Students need to become better at thinking 

about the problems and figuring out how to solve them.  So letting 
them have time to think it through is very important, then going over 

the problem together will help to reinforce or guide them to             
independence. Thank you! 

We have  enjoyed our small in-class holiday festivities and we         
appreciate all of our families for the generous donations of goodies 

to make those parties possible! 

 
We wish everyone a safe, healthy, and happy holiday season.  

Ms. Claflin, Mrs. Gerstenschlager, Mrs. Keichle, Mrs. Knight,                 

Ms. Lothrop, Ms. Martin, Mrs. Pacini, Mrs. Slate,  



Library 
What's new in the library?  Well, in the library room, not much, but that doesn't mean that the 
people in the library have been just resting! 
 
In Brownville-Glen Park, we have many new books ready to be checked out, and since you can't 
come in to browse, Mrs. Hardwick has read the foreword or first chapter of many of them and 
posted the   recording to the Library Google Classrooms.  Remember to use the Google book    
request form to ask for books from the library.  It might take us a few days to deliver your books 
to you, but we'll try our hardest to give them to you as soon as possible.  Mrs. Hardwick also      
continues to read The Treasure Hunters by James Patterson to our third grade Google            
classes, Children of the Longhouse to fourth grade, Alexander Hamilton, The Outsider to Fifth 
grade, and The Red Pyramid to the Sixth grade — all on Google Classroom.   
 
 
In the Dexter Library during our library classes, we have been practicing mindfulness and       
kindness. Of course, we enjoy stories and activities, also!  Mrs. Foss has been checking out books 
in our classrooms, so that students are still able to enjoy taking books home with them! 
 
Mrs. Hardwick also streamlined our database page, so it should be much easier for you to       
navigate. 
 

Happy Holidays and Happy Reading!! 

Mrs. Hardwick and Mrs. Foss 

Physical Education 

 Physical Education Classes have been working on throwing skills this month as well as 
beginning   juggling skills. While throwing we have been learning to step with our opposite 
foot as our throwing arm and to twist our top half of the body. Students have had lots of 
practice as the gym was covered in targets. 
Students will be working on balancing stations after Christmas break. Students will also be 
learning about fitness. They will be working on stations to improve cardiovascular               
endurance, muscular endurance, speed, and agility.  
 We hope that you are taking every opportunity to get out and get some exercise. 
Please remember that boots and jewelry are not allowed in class. Pack your Childs sneakers 
in their backpack as weather changes. 

Mr. Hartle 



 

 

 

Kindergarteners have been working on keeping a steady 

beat in the classroom! 

1
st

 graders have been reviewing the elements of music, 

and have listened to some famous pieces of classical    

music. 

2
nd

 graders are learning about the four instrument      

families: string, woodwind, brass, and percussion.  

 

Ms. Davis 
 

  Music 

To parents: I will begin teaching virtual piano lessons in January. Please 

email me if you are interested in your student starting piano at               

LDavis@gblions.org. 



Here are few friendly reminders: 

 ■ Wash your hands 

 ■ Wear your mask 

 ■ Social distance 

 ■ Stay home if you are not feeling well 

Most importantly relax and enjoy your family!! 

Mrs. Linda Gracey, RN — Dexter Elementary 

 

 

News from the Dexter Health Office 

Cold, Flu and COVID season is among us. We are so proud of all of the staff and students 

here at Dexter. They have done a super job at wearing their masks, social distancing and 

sanitizing throughout the day!   Here is a quick reference page that may be helpful to you: 




